Evaluation of a teaching programme developed within the

Project for the improvement of teaching Slovak language and literature in national minority language schools through the methodology of second language teaching (with a special focus on schools using Hungarian as a language of instruction): The Nitra model 
dr. Erika-Mária Tódor
General information about this international project
Project title in Slovak language:
Nitriansky model skvalitnenia vyučovania slovenského jazyka a literatúry na školách                       s vyučovacím jazykom národnostných menšín metódou vyučovania cudzích jazykov              (s dôrazom na školy s vyučovacím jazykom maďarským)

Project title in Hungarian language:

A nemzeti kisebbségi tannyelvű iskolákban oktatott szlovák nyelv és irodalom tantárgy minőségi javítása idegennyelv-oktatási módszerekkel (különös tekintettel a magyar tannyelvű iskolákra).

Project duration: 1,5 year (January 2014 – June 2015)
The teaching package to be evaluated is the result of a complex planning and research analysis, preceded by scientific debates, research about both international experiences and experiences of the neighbouring countries, as well as several discussions regarding the possibilities to exploit foreign language teaching methodologies and experiences. Thus, the planning (developing) and implementing of the new teaching materials and aids is the innovative end product of a transdisciplinary scientific research and planning.     
The elaboration and implementation of the teaching package to be evaluated have been carried out by the following teachers, all being employed and working at the Constantine the Philosopher University in Nitra:  
dr. Baukó János

dr. Kozmács István

dr. Szabómihály Gizella

dr. Tolcsvai Nagy Gábor

dr. Vančo Ildikó.
My judgement and evaluation concerning the teaching package in question are based on the one hand, on the description of its content and application procedures, on the other hand, on discussions and consultations with colleagues involved in the elaboration of this teaching programme. 
In the present evaluation the result of the project is referred to as teaching package  as the teaching materials and aids prepared within the project include trilingual teaching support materials (https://www.fss.ukf.sk/index.php/hu/47-tudomanyos-tevekenyseg/349-a-nyitrai-modell and https://www.fss.ukf.sk/index.php/sk/350-nitriansky-model) a text collection and a volume of studies published in three languages.  
The text collection (title: Functional and cognitive language pedagogy, edited by: Vančo Ildikó, 310 pages) contains 15 articles/studies on the above mentioned topic and provides a rich description and fundamental basis for course and seminar discussions. 
The title of the volume is: Language learning – Language teaching. Focus on teaching state language for minorities, editors: Vančo Ildikó and Kozmács István and it shares, in three languages, the results and materials of the scientific discussions held in the first phase of the project. These are scientific papers and state-of-the-art articles concerning language pedagogy and education organizer experiences as well as the psycholinguistic and sociolinguistic aspects of bilingualism. 
The real strength of this volume lies in the fact that it provides a holistic approach and the possibility of a constructive dialogue about teaching Slovak language in Hungarian minority schools. It presents both external and internal viewpoints, namely international and local perspectives and thus ensures not only knowledge about the topic in question but also supports and promotes mutual understanding regarding this matter.  
Presentation of the teaching package
The present evaluation refers to the training entitled Nyelvpedagógia. A második nyelv tanításának elmélete és módszertana [Language Pedagogy. Theory and methodology of teaching a second language] and was held in the form of courses and seminars at the Constantine the Philosopher University in Nitra for BA level university students.  
As it can be seen from the course description, the main objectives of the course is to give an introduction and present the basis of functional and cognitive language pedagogy and its applicability in teaching Slovak language in Hungarian minority schools. Moreover, the course also presents some methodologies of how to incorporate a contrastive and intercultural approach into language teaching based on the given bilingual context.  
The course content reasonably combines the local context and linguistic situation with the general language teaching trends and methodologies. The teaching package contains such basic concepts and information that can be useful for any language teacher regardless of the status of the languages they teach. At the same, it also includes specific elements (e.g. semantic and structural similarities and differences between Slovak and Hungarian) which refer especially to the Hungarian education system in Slovakia and are grounded on these students’ specific linguistic and cultural characteristics. These are essential for planning and designing a curriculum that focuses on students and their learning experiences. 
The teaching material also provides a stepwise, transdisciplinary view (linguistic, cultural, legal, and educational) of the specific manifestations of the given bilingual context. The occurring linguistic phenomena are presented from the perspective of the individual as well as the community, and from the point of view of language teaching and language learning.    
It is worth mentioning that language pedagogy principles and the methodologies are presented mainly from the perspective of their applicability, while theoretical definitions appear in the context of development and further thoughts. 
The course explains such key terminologies that help us describe and understand the linguistic behaviour of bilinguals (in this case Hungarian-Slovak bilinguals), since there is a need for the appropriate use of scientific language and terminology in order to understand and accept this particular state and context of bilingualism. After building up declarative knowledge, the course provides possibilities for practical application of that knowledge, for example by discussing and interpreting case studies and analysing real situations of childhood language learning. However, it is worth paying attention to the presentation of examples as it should include varied age groups at different stages of development, because the age factor brings about different advantages and disadvantages in the process of language acquisition.    
It is also important to analyse learning techniques and strategies in correlation with learning difficulties and to bring examples of situations when language behaviour is examined to identify and treat dyslexia, dysgraphia or other disorder in one or both languages of the respective person. 
During the course, I believe it was extremely useful that teachers regularly asked students about their own learning and school experiences and this was the starting point of a critical discussion. Thus students were able to self-analyse and efficient, useful practices got carried forward and methods leading to failure could be eliminated. Such self-analysis is indispensable in the shift towards a new language learning/teaching approach and to understand that non-native students cannot be taught using a native language teaching approach and that monolingual approach to language teaching should be replaced by a holistic, bi- or multilingual approach. In such context the exploitation and enforcement of one’s linguistic and cultural background is essential, it is, in fact, the basis of language awareness, conscious linguistic behavior and translingual approach.  
The course lays special emphasis on analysing Slovak language teaching in Hungarian minority schools and systematically traces the similarities between the second language and foreign languages and these similarities are always discussed from the perspective of teaching practice and methodologies. In fact, we can say that the theory and practice are in constant dialogue and promotes critical thinking and problematizing in order to achieve better efficiency. 
Summative evaluation proposal
The teaching material presented above is an example to be followed as it provides such content and skills which can be adapted in other minority contexts as well (for example: in Slovak minority schools, or in case of state language teaching in Hungarian minority schools).  

The teaching methods, techniques and practices outlined above can significantly contribute to the teaching of conscious language behaviour, developing classroom management skills that can consciously deal with the different language learning situations. Thus, I believe it would be useful that in the future (following years) the authors also present the effects of the teaching material on the students and what conscious changes did it bring about in the teacher trainees’ approach to language teaching and learning. Describing the effects of these experiences would be a useful starting point in the development and elaboration of other teaching materials dealing with similar contexts. I also think it is essential that the teaching material and its experiences should be incorporated into the trainings of Slovak language teachers who teach in Hungarian minority schools.
The present course and teaching material offers a theoretical and interdisciplinary framework for university students; it promotes critical thinking and shows possibilities of future development. I believe it is necessary to create a virtual space or other publishing opportunities, where after the training, the teachers experimenting new teaching methods and techniques could possibly share their ideas and present or discuss the applicability of the course. In the same time this could also represent a professional development platform for other teachers working in this field.  
I especially recommend that the training should be continued and taught regularly at the university. Introspection and self-reflections on language behaviour are key competences for today’s multilingual individuals and knowledge-based society and the presented teaching package could significantly contribute to the development of such competences.  
I would like to express my special thanks and deepest gratitude to those who worked on the planning, elaboration and implementation of the teaching package for elaborating a professional material! 
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